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Date: 19.3.2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Coronavirus update – school closure to most pupils 

Following on from my last update, I now write to confirm what I am sure you already know, that we have 

been instructed to close the school to almost all children from Friday 20th March 2020, until 

further notice. 

We will continue to run After School clubs and Phoenix clubs today (Thursday 19th March) and tomorrow 

(Friday 20th March), closing at 6pm on Friday to almost all children. 

All visits, residentials and events for the remainder of the 2019/2020 academic year will be cancelled.  
 

As advised by the government, we will do all we can to stay open for the following symptom free 

households/children: 

 Children of key workers 

 Children with an Education, Health & Care Plan  

 Children who have an assigned Social Worker 

The rest of this letter sets out: 

- The Continuation of Learning Plan for children who do not meet the vulnerable learner/key 

worker criteria 

- The required next steps for parents/carers who believe that their child does meet the 

vulnerable learner/key worker criteria 
 

Continuation of Learning for children not attending school from Monday 23rd March until further 

notice: 

On page 3 of this letter I have provided our Continuation of Learning plan, which sets out how we will 

provide work electronically for those children who will not be attending school from Monday 23rd March. 

Staff have been preparing this over the last week. Next week’s work will be available via the school’s 

website by 6pm on Friday 20th March 2020 and represents the equivalent of one week’s work. We will 

continue to provide this weekly, by Friday afternoon each week, while we are still able to do so. 

I appreciate that everyone’s access to the Internet and or a device e.g. iPad/laptop/computer will 

differ, but I know that the vast majority do have this access and that you will do what you can to access 

and complete the work provided.   

Either today or tomorrow we will send home an exercise book and a reading book with every child that 

has attended school.  

E-mail addresses have been set up specifically for communicating with teaching staff regarding the work 

set. Teachers will access these e-mails and respond accordingly, at least once per day. The regular staff 

e-mail addresses are not to be used by parents/carers from now on.  Please see the ParentMailed 

version of this letter (dated 19.3.2020) which details the homework@ e-mail addresses for each class. 
 

Next steps for parents/carers whose child does meet the vulnerable learner/key worker criteria: 

These measures are intended to significantly reduce any non-essential mobilisation. Only children for 

whom BOTH parents/carers are front line key workers can access this provision. Once we establish 

which children this applies to we can issue further information as and when required.   

We are waiting for the cabinet office to publish more information on which professions are considered 

to be ‘key workers’. At present, this includes NHS staff, Police and delivery drivers. Therefore, if 



BOTH parents/carers fall into these key worker categories, please e-mail 

keyworker@endonhall.staffs.sch.uk by 9am on Friday 20th March 2020. 

Your e-mail must include: 

- Your full name 

- Your contact telephone numbers (at least two contact numbers per child) 

- Your child/ren’s full name  

- Your child/ren’s year group 

- What key worker role both parents/carers of the child/ren undertake 

- What organisation/s you work for 

Please e-mail us from an e-mail address that you can access with ease and that you are happy for us to 

use.  

If your child usually receives free school meals, Government plans are being put into place regarding 

how this support can be continued. Further information can be found at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance/covid-19-free-

school-meals-guidance-for-schools  

This is a national closure so, whilst it is a challenging situation, we are not alone. This step is one of the 

first taken by the Government to try and address the massive challenges that COVID 19 creates, rather 

than the final step in dealing with this issue. As such, as a school, we may need to consider different 

ways to deliver a high quality curriculum to our learners going forward. Whilst the Government have 

announced that all Summer Term 2020 examinations (this includes Year 2 SATs, Year 6 SATs, the Year 

1 Phonic checks, the Year 4 Multiplication Tables check, Science sampling tests and all statutory 

trialling) will be cancelled, we are still awaiting further details regarding this and will update you 

accordingly. 

We remain able to contact you via ParentMail should we need to. We will use this facility and the school 

website to facilitate communication. We advise parents/carers to check these sources of information on 

a regular basis to remain fully informed. 

This is as much as we currently know. We appreciate your continued patience as we deal with this ever-

changing situation. We understand and appreciate that this latest news will have an impact on you and 

your family as it presents a significant challenge to us all.    

It is difficult to comprehend not seeing the children and families in our community on a regular basis, 

for an unknown period of time. We will be here to try and support you all as best we can at this 

incredibly challenging time. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our staff team, both teaching and non-teaching staff who, in 

the face of such adversity, have continued to strive to deliver the absolute best education and care to your 

children, and are keen to continue to do so as we move into these uncertain days.  
 

Thank you whole heartedly for your continued support and understanding. 

Best Regards, 

 
Miss V Lewis 

Headteacher 
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Continuation of Learning Plan  

Setting work for children to access at home in case of School Closure for a prolonged 

period (one week or more) 

 Staff will provide (via the school website) packs of year group specific learning with an 

accompanying overview that outlines the tasks and, where appropriate, how tasks have been 

differentiated. Parents are free to select any tasks from any of the packs. The work provided 

is aimed at embedding previous taught knowledge. 

 Parents/carers should access the pack for their child’s year group via the ‘Our Curriculum’ area 

of the school’s website https://endonhall.staffs.sch.uk/school-curriculum/ 

 Each differentiated pack will include: Reading tasks, Maths tasks, Spelling, Punctuation & 

Grammar or Phonics tasks, Writing tasks and (optional) open-ended project based tasks. EYFS 

packs are appropriate to the EYFS curriculum requirements.   

 Parents/carers can also access the Spelling & SPaG year group expectations and the English 

grammar success criteria on the school’s website by visiting  

https://endonhall.staffs.sch.uk/spelling-and-grammar/ 

 Written work should be completed in the exercise book provided (if your child was in school on 

the days they were issued), on your own paper and/or on the worksheets provided (if printing is 

available).  

 At this stage, completed work should not be returned to teaching staff and will not be marked.  

 Parents/carers can also make use of the following online learning resources:  

- Twinkl (click ‘Coronavirus offer of help’ in the top left hand corner of the webpage for 

increased access to non-subscribers) 

- Classroom secrets 

- Literacy shed 

- Pobble 365  

- TTrockstars 

- Spellingshed  

- Phonicsplay 
 

 Parents/carers can contact their child’s class teacher with queries related to the work 

provided via the e-mail addresses provided on page 1 of this letter (not via their usual school e-

mail address).  

 Staff will check their homework@ e-mails at least once per day, responding accordingly where 

appropriate/required, for as long as they are able to do so. Please consider that, at any point, 

school staffing could be affected. We will keep you informed of this if necessary. 
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