Letter and Number rings.
Your child has come home with 3 learning rings. These rings are to stay at home with you. When they need to be added to, we will send a new ring home, they do not need to come back into school in till we ask for them. 
You should have received a number ring, with numbers 0-20 on. You should also have a letter and word ring. The letters correspond to the phase 2 phonics sounds that we are currently learning. The words are the high frequency words that your child must be able to read by the end of this phase. 
You will notice that at the moment the numbers on the number ring are in order. From now on, it is important that these are not used in order. We suggest you use this ring to practise your child’s number recognition skills. However, if the numbers are in order, it is difficult to tell if a child recognises the numbers or just knows the rote order of number names. 
Some ideas of games to play are a ‘number hunt.’ This is where you can position the numbers around the room, call a number out and encourage your child to find the correct number. The children love this game in class and sometimes we add a time element to make it more competitive. E.g. you only have 30 seconds to find a number or how many numbers can you find in 2 minutes? You may also give the children the numbers to order. You might want to start with numbers 0-5, then 0-10 and then to 20 making it progressively more challenging. I will upload little challenge ideas, regularly, on Tapestry for you to access.
With regards to the sounds on the letter ring, we are encouraging the children to recognise the sounds and correctly say the sound it makes rather than the actual letter name. For example, the letter ‘c’ would have the sound ‘cuh.’ This correct pronunciation of the sound is vital for early reading. 
The next step is for an adult to segment a word for a child to blend. E.g I would say the letter sounds for c, a, t and the child would blend them together to say the words cat. 
After that we encourage the child to read a word. You can either use the words on the ring or position some of the sounds to make a word to read. Encourage your child to say each sound in the word and then blend them together. We use a process called ‘robot arms’ that they will be able to show you. 
These are the basic reading skills that we are working to embed with your child before they move on to the next set of sounds and words.
Within these words there are also tricky words. These words cannot be segmented and blended to read and your child must recognise these on sight. Please find attached a copy of the high frequency and tricky words in the order that they are taught. I will upload on tapestry weekly the sounds and words that we are focusing on so you can follow at home.
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